Total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) in healthy population, uncomplicated term pregnancies and neonates.
Free digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) (DLIF) which may have a homeostatic role, as documented in different physiological conditions, but is generally undetectable in plasma from normal population. Total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) (protein bound and free) can be estimated after plasma is heated. In this study, total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) as measured in plasma in a well defined control population and compared to healthy term pregnant women and neonates, categories known to be associated with increased free digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) concentrations. The mean level of this factor(s) in the control group was 706 +/- 129 pg digoxin equivalent/ml (pg/ml) and was unaffected by age and sex. Significantly increased levels of total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) were found in pregnant women and neonates (928 +/- 127 and 1242 +/- 367 pg/ml, respectively). We conclude that levels of total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) are increased in term pregnancies and neonates, similarly to its free form. However total digoxin-like immunoreactive factor(s) is detected in the normal population as a plasma component, contrary to its free form, which is generally undetectable.